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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES. 


Columbus,  Ohio,  January  16th,  1855. 

To  His  Excellency,  William  Medill, 

Governor  of  Ohio  : 

Sir — I have  the  honor  herewith  to  present  to  you  the  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  for  the  Benevolent  Institutions,  and  also  the  Reports  of  the  several  Su- 
perintendents and  other  officers  made  to  the  Board. 

I am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  SPARROW, 

Sec’y  Board  of  Trustees. 


To  His  Excellency,  William  Medill, 

Governor  of  Ohio  : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  have  performed  their  annual  duty  of  examining  the 
several  Benevolent  Institutions  located  in  Columbus  ; and  now  submit  to  you  a 
report  of  their  present  condition,  and  history  for  the  past  jear. 

As  required  by  law,  the  Board  have  given  these  Institutions  a thorough  exami- 
nation. They  take  pleasure  in  being  able  to  congratulate  the  people  of  the  State 
upon  the  prosperity  of  these  great  monuments  of  their  munificence,  and  upon  the 
solid  blessings  which  they  are  the  means  of  imparting  to  the  unfortunate  classes 
which  are  inmates  of  them.  Since  the  present  Board  have  had  charge  of  these 
Institutions,  they  were  never  in  a more  healthful  condition.  The  present  officers 
have  been  diligent  and  unremitting  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties;  and  are  enti- 
tled to  the  thanks,  not  only  of  the  Board,  but  of  the  people  of  the  whole  State. 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 

Since  our  last  Annual  Report,  Dr.  E.  Kendrick,  late  Superintendent  of  the  Lu- 
natic Asylum,  and  his  assistant  physicians  resigned  their  situations.  At  their  semi- 
annual meeting  in  June  last,  the  Board  appointed  Dr.  George  E.  Eels,  of  Fairfield 
county,  Superintendent,  and  Dr.  Andrew  McElwee,  of  Perry  county,  First  Assist- 
ant Physician.  At  their  annual  meeting  they  confirmed  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
William  R.  Thrall,  of  Franklin  county,  as  Second  Assistant  Physician.  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  B.  Pollay  was  appointed  Matron. 

The  Board  are  satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  these  officers  have  discharged 
their  duties.  The  evidence  of  their  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  suitableness  for  the  po- 
sitions which  they  occupy,  will  be  found  in  the  improved  condition  of  the  Institu- 
tion. 

The  able  and  business-like  Report  of  the  Superintendent  will  furnish  full  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  internal  management  and  condition  of  the  Institution  and 
its  inmates. 

While  we  are  thankful  in  being  able  to  speak  thus  favorably  of  the  internal 
management  and  condition  of  this  Institution  , we  regret  to  say  that  it  labors  under 
pecuniary  embarrassments. 
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When  the  present  Board  was  organized,  in  June,  1852,  they  found  the  Institu- 
tion incumbered  with  a debt  of  about  87,00U,  or  rather  it  was  $7,000  in  advance 
of  its  appropriations. 

The  Board  endeavored  to  pay  off  this  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  defray  the  in- 
cidental expenses  of  the  Institutions  out  of  the  annual  appropriations.  Under  or- 
dinary circumstances  we  should  have  been  able  to  do  so.  But  the  rapid  and  ex- 
traordinary increase  in  the  price  of  the  most  necessary  articles  of  consumption  has 
made  it  impossible.  The  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Institution  have  not 
corresponded  with  the  increase  in  the  price  of  provisions.  Indeed  the  rapid  rise 
in  articles  of  consumption  could  not  have  been  anticipated  when  the  appropriations 
were  made.  The  consequence  is  that  this  debt  has  increased  rather  than  dimin- 
ished, notwithstanding  every  effort,  consistent  with  the  proper  administration  of 
the  Institution,  has  been  made  to  reduce  its  expenses. 

INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 

The  inmates  of  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  have  been  blessed  with 
unusual  health  during  the  past  year.  This  result  is  owing  in  a great  measure  to 
the  watchfulness  of  the  Superintendent  and  the  Physician.  Their  efforts  to  coun- 
teract the  effects  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  buildings  have  been  unremitting. 

The  Superintendent  and  his  assistants  in  instruction,  and  the  other  officers  have 
performed  their  respective  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  charged  with 
the  supervision  of  the  Institution.  Its  external  affairs  have  been  conducted  with 
judgment  and  economy.  The  Board  are  aware  of  nothing  in  its  administration 
which  requires  amendment. 

We  h ave,  in  our  former  Reports  called  attention  to  the  very  limited  accommoda- 
tions which  the  buildings  of  this  Institution  afford  to  the  great  number  of  persons 
who  occupy  it.  There  are  now  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  pupils.  Many  more 
have  applied,  but  the  Superintendent  has  been  compelled  to  refuse  them  admission 
for  the  want  of  room. 

Experience  is  of  more  importance  in  the  instruction  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  than 
of  any  other  class.  The  progress  of  the  pupils  has  been  retarded  by  frequent 
changes  of  instructors.  Teachers,  as  soon  as  they  have  reached  the  highest  point 
of  usefulness,  have  been  induced  to  leave  by  the  offer  of  larger  salaries  in  other 
Institutions,  or  in  other  pursuits  in  life.  The  Board  should  be  provided  with  the 
means  to  prevent  these  changes. 

The  Board  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  industry,  zeal  and  fidelity 
of  the  present  able  corps  of  teachers. 

For  the  more  minute  particulars  of  the  history  of  this  Institution,  we  refer  to 
the  able  and  interesting  report  of  the  Superintendent  and  those  of  the  Committee 
ad  interim,  and  Physician. 

In  the  appendix  to  the  Reports  of  this  Institution,  will  be  found  a sketch  of  the 
history  of  the  Ohio  Institution  for  the  education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  It  was 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Stone,  the  Superintendent,  and  was  published  originally  in  the 
“ American  Annals  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.”  The  Board  have  thought  that  it 
would  be  interesting  to  the  people  of  the  State,  and  therefore  make  it  a part  of 
their  Report,  in  relation  to  this  Institution. 

THE  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

During  the  past  year  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  has  afforded  nothing  of  nov- 
elty for  record  in  its  history.  The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good, 
and  their  progress  in  their  studies  has  been  such  as  to  indicate  great  faithfulness 
on  the  part  of  the  Superintendent  and  his  Assistants. 

The  Report  of  the  Superintendent  furnishes  a perspicuous  and  interesting  nar- 
rative of  the  history  and  management  of  the  Institution  for  the  past  year.  All 
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the  officers  have,  in  the  discharge  of  their  respective  duties,  fully  met  the  expec- 
tations of  the  Board.  Its  present  prosperity  affords  abundant  promise  of  the  con- 
tinued and  increasing  success  of  the  Institution  in  accomplishing  its  great  and 
good  work. 

For  a more  particular  view  of  this  Institution,  we  refer  to  the  accompanying 
Reports  of  the  Superintendent,  Physician,  and  Committee  ad  interim. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

E.  C.  ROOT,  President. 
DAVID  ROBB, 

HIRAM  B.  SMITH, 
STEPHEN  H.  WEBB, 
JOHN  McCOOK, 

JOHN  GREENLEAF, 
HENRY  WILSON, 

OLIVER  H.  PERRY, 
THOS.  SPARROW. 


REPORT  OF  TITE  COMMITTEE  AD  INTERIM. 

To  the  Trustees  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  Ohio : 

The  Committee  ad  interim  congratulate  the  Board  on  the  prosperous  condition 
of  the  Institution  for  the  instruction  of  the  Blind.  The  health  of  the  pupils  has 
been  good.  The  progress  which  they  have  made,  indicates  that  they  feel  an  in- 
creased interest  in  the  studies  which  they  are  required  to  pursue.  Their  improve- 
ment is  very  perceptible  in  all  branches,  but  especially  in  vocal  music.  Indeed 
this  science  seems  to  be  cultivated  by  the  Blind  generally  with  great  assiduity  and 
interest.  It  answers  the  purpose  of  an  agreeable  companion,  and  takes  from  the 
solitude  of  their  condition,  whatever  is  unpleasant. 

The  Committee  take  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  tojthe  faithfulness  and  indus- 
try of  the  Superintendent  and  other  Officers  of  the  Institution.  The  evident  im- 
provement of  the  pupils  during  the  past  year,  furnishes  the  most  decided  evidence 
of  their  fidelity  and  devotion  to  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  session  Miss  Mary  B.  Sisson  resigned  her  situation  as 
Instructor  in  the  Institution,  and  the  Committee  appointed  Miss  Amanda  M.  Bryan 
in  her  place. 

Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  session,  Mr.  John  Y.  Cowhick. 
also  left  the  Institution,  and  Mr.  M.  N.  Hutchinson,  on  the  nomination  and  recom- 
mendation of  the  Superintendent,  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  thus  created. 

With  these  exceptions,  the  Officers  are  the  same  as  last  year  reported  to  the 
Board. 

In  pursuance  of  an  appropriation  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  at  its  last 
session,  the  Committee  purchased  the  two  acres  of  ground  immediately  east  of  the 
Institution.  The  deed  for  the  same  was  deposited  with  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  improvements  in  the  building  and  grounds  which  were  authorized  by  the 
General  Assembly  have  been  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent with  judgment  and  economy. 

A list  of  the  persons  employed  in  the  Institution,  and  the  compensation  paid 
each  is  hereto  attached. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  GREENLEAF. 

H.  WILSON, 

Dec.  4,  1854.  THOMAS  SPARROW. 
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List  of  persons  employed  in  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 


NAMES. 

OCCUPATION. 

COMPENSATION. 

R.  E.  Harte 

Superintendent 

$ 1,000  per  annum. 

C.  K.  Cuckler. 

Teacher 

800  do 

M.  N.  Hutchinson 

do 

800  do 

Miss  A.  M.  Bryan  . 

do 

500  do 

A.  J.  Nothnagel  . 

Teacher  of  Music  . 

800  do 

Miss  A.  M.  Bergundthal  . 

do  do 

100  do 

Mrs.  C.  B.  Cook  . 

Matron 

300  do 

Miss  Jane  Munnel  . 

Door  Attendant  . 

50  do 

Dr.  John  Dawson 

Physician 

200  do 

D.  L.  Holton  . 

Steward 

600  do 

H.  Hauenstein 

Teacher  in  Mechanics 

600  do 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Gunning 

Assistant  Matron  . 

3 00  per  w’k 

Caroline  Smith  . 

Baker  .... 

2 00  do 

Ann  Kehoe 

Cook  .... 

2 00  do 

Alice  McMullen  . 

Laundress 

2 00  do 

Ellen  Jones 

do 

2 00  do 

Bridget  Delany 

Chamber  Girl 

2 00  do 

Jane  Kehoe 

In  Dining  Room 

1 50  do 

Mary  A.  Stephens 

do  do  . 

1 50  do 

Jacob  Raw 

Porter 

15  00  per  m’h 

John  Myers 

Gardener 

15  00  do 

REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To  tiie  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  Ohio: 

Gentlemen  : — In  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  I herewith  present 
my  report  of  the  condition  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Blind,  for 
the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  lifty-four. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  during  the  year  was  sixty-six,  of  whom  sixty 
were  pupils,  four  were  occupied  in  the  work  department,  learning  trades,  and  two 
were  employed  as  teachers  and  assistants. 

The  number  of  admissions  to  the  school  was  eleven,  and  to  the  work  depart- 
ment three.  This  corresponds  very  nearly  with  the  estimate  in  my  last  report, 
and  may  probably  be  considered  as  showing  at  all  times  about  the  ratio  of  annual 
admissions  into  this  Institution,  to  the  population  of  the  State. 

In  the  school,  the  course  of  instruction  has  been  the  same  as  during  the  previ- 
ous year. 

This  course,  as  has  been  heretofore  stated,  embraces  the  four  departments  of 
literature  and  science,  vocal  music,  instrumental  music,  and  mechanical  trades. 

The  literary  department  is  divided  into  three  grades  or  divisions,  according  to 
the  advancement  of  the  pupils  in  their  respective  studies.  Each  division  occupies 
its  own  school  room,  and  attends  daily  four  lessons,  usually  on  different  subjects. 

During  the  past  year,  the  course  of  instruction  in  this  department,  has  included 
the  following  subjects  : 

In  the  advanced  division: 

Defferential  and  Integral  Calculus. 

Analytical  Geometry. 

Algebra. 

Natural  Philosophy. 

Physiology. 

Intellectual  Philosophy. 

Rhetoric. 

Loyic. 

History. 

English  Literature  and  Composition. 

In  the  second  division  : 

Algebra. 

Arithmetic. 

English  Grammar. 

Geography. 

W riling. 

In  the  primary  division  : 

Arithmetic. 

Geography. 

Reading. 

Spelling. 

In  the  department  of  vocal  music,  the  school  is  divided  into  two  classes,  and 
each  class  devotes  daily  one  hour  to  choir  singing.  Special  instruction  is  also 
given  iu  voice  culture,  and  in  quartette,  duet,  and  solo  singing. 
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Iii  the  department  of  instrumental  music,  special  daily  instruction  is  given  to 
every  pupil  who  manifests  an  ability  to  learn.  The  favorite  instruments  are  the 
violin  and  piano. 

In  the  mechanical  department,  the  trades  taught  are  brush  making  and  broom 
making,  and  from  one  to  three  hours  is  daily  devoted  by  each  pupil  of  suitable 
age  and  strength,  to  the  acquisition  of  a trade. 

In  the  literary  and  scientific  department,  the  oral  method  of  instruction  is 
adopted,  not  from  any  absolute  necessity  arising  from  the  condition  of  the  pupils 
but  because  it  is  believed  to  be  the  most  successful  and  expeditious  method  for 
the  instruction  of  young  persons.  In  other  respects,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  fore- 
going schedule,  the  course  does  not  differ  from  that  pursued  in  most  of  the  schools 
and  colleges  of  the  country. 

This  divesting  schools  for  the  Blind,  of  any  extraordinary  character,  and  class- 
ing them  with  the  usual  and  well  known  institutions  for  education,  may  seem 
anomalous  to  many,  but  its  propriety  will  be  manifest  when  we  consider  that  for 
the  attainment  of  the  ends  sought  by  the  usual  systems  of  mental  training  in 
schools,  the  fact  of  blindness  is  not  nepessarily  a serious  obstacle.  The  object  of 
instruction  in  schools  as  elsewhere,  is  to  draw  forth  the  occult  faculties  of  the  mind  ; 
and  to  do  this,  language  is  relied  upon  as  the  principal  means.  In  this  respect 
the  blind  child  entering  school  is,  or  at  least  may  be,  on  an  equality  with  the 
seeing,  as  the  fact  of  blindness  does  not  prevent  a child  from  learning  his  mother 
tongue  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  well,  as  his  seeing  brother. 

At  school,  suppose  the  subject  of  mathematics  to  be  introduced  ; as  this  science 
treats  merely  of  magnitude  and  numbers,  an  ability  to  measure  and  to  count  is 
the  key  to  the  whole  of  it ; and  although,  for  the  act  of  measuring,  sight  may 
be  a great  convenience  and  frequently  in  practice,  absolutely  necessary,  yet  for 
conveying  to  the  mind,  full  and  accurate  ideas  of  extension,  the  sense  of  touch  is 
quite  adequate.  Thus  the  whole  range  of  the  pure  mathematics  is  open  for  the 
investigation  and  study  of  the  Blind  as  well  as  the  seeing,  and  notwithstanding  an 
apparent  discrepancy  in  the  terms,  it  is  quite  possible  for  a person  entirely  blind 
from  his  infancy,  to  think,  write,  and  discourse  with  precision  and  accuracy,  in 
relation  to  optics,  the  nature  of  light,  the  theory  of  vision,  the  laws  of  perspect- 
ive, the  effect  of  glasses,  the  phenomena  of  the  rainbow,  and  other  objects  of 
sight. 

Geography  is  taught  to  the  Blind,  and  to  many  it  seems  remarkable  that  they 
should  be  able  to  attain  to  any  correct  knowledge  of  this  subject,  on  account  of 
their  infirmity.  A knowledge  of  what  seas,  mountains,  rivers,  and  water-falls, 
look  like,  they  do  not  obtain  ; but  a knowledge  of  what  they  are,  what  are  their 
forms  and  relative  positions,  the  Blind  can  obtain  as  readily  as  others,  by  an  ex- 
tension of  the  conception  of  distances  and  form,  before  learned  from  actual  observ- 
ation. 

Through  the  whole  range  of  subjects  usually  embraced  in  an  academic  course 
of  studies,  probably  no  instance  will  be  found  where  the  sense  of  sight  is  essen- 
tially necessary  for  convejing  to  the  mind  correct  ideas  of  the  subject  to  be  inves- 
tigated, though  often  in  the  performance  of  what  students  are  required  to  do,  the 
blind  encounter  obstacles  from  the  inability  of  the  memory  to  retain  a knowledge 
of  ideas  correctly  impressed,  so  as  to  recall  them  at  will,  without  external  aid,  and 
such  aid  through  the  medium  of  touch  being  much  slower  and  less  efficient  than 
through  the  medium  of  sight. 

To  persons  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  proofs  are  daily  recurring 
showing  their  susceptibility  of  the  most  thorough  mental  training,  and  that,  too, 
without  resort  to  any  other  than  the  ordinary  means.  But  the  most  remarkable 
instance  known  of  successful  effort  by  a blind  person  for  the  acquisition  of  knowl- 
edge, occurred  in  the  case  ot  Nicholas  Saunderson,  more  than  a century  ago. 
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before  schools  for  the  blind,  and  embossed  books  and  maps  and  metal  slates,  and 
grooved  writing  boards  for  their  use  were  thought  of. 

Saunderson  was  born  in  England  in  1682.  When  only  a year  old  he  lost  his 
sight  totally,  from  small  pox,  so  that  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  his  ideas  of  things 
were  different  from  what  they  would  have  been  if  he  had  never  been  able  to  see 
at  all.  At  an  early  age  he  was  sent  to  a free  school,  where  taking  his  chance  with 
other  boys,  he  learned  Greek  and  Latin,  and  afterwards  so  perfected  his  knowl- 
edge of  these  languages  by  his  own  application  to  classic  authors,  as  to  be  able  to 
understand  the  works  of  Euclid  and  Archimedes  when  read  in  the  original  Greek. 
Ilis  father  instructed  him  in  the  common  rules  of  arithmetic,  and  in  this  science 
the  boy  manifested  great  genius,  being  soon  able  to  make  long  calculations  by 
the  strength  of  his  memory,  and  to  form  new  rules  to  himself  for  the  more  ready 
solving  of  difficult  problems.  When  he  was  about  eighteen,  he  made  the  acquain- 
tance of  two  gentlemen  residing  in  his  vicinity,  who  observing  his  capacity  and 
anxiety  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge,  took  pains  to  instruct  him  in  the  princi- 
ples of  algebra  and  geometry,  encouraged  him  in  the  prosecution  of  his  studies, 
furnished  him  with  books,  and  often  read  'and  expounded  them  to  him.  These 
teachers  he  soon  surpassed,  but  continued  prosecuting  his  studies  in  his  own  way, 
without  any  other  assistant  than  a good  author  and  some  person  to  read  for  him. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-five  he  made  his  appearance  at  Cambridge  University  as  a 
teacher  of  mathematics.  lie  lectured  upon  the  Principia  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  a 
theme  which  gave  him  a fair  opportunity  for  the  display  of  his  genius. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-nine  years,  a vacancy  occurring  in  the  mathematical  pro- 
fessorship at  Cambridge,  Saunderon’s  merit  was  so  universally  allowed  to  be  supe- 
rior to  that  of  any  competitor,  that  a special  mandate  was  obtained  from  Queen 
Anne  for  conferring  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  such  a qualification 
being  required  by  the  law  ; and  thereupon  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics, the  position  at  Cambridge  which  but  a short  time  previous  had  been  held 
by  Sir  Isaac  Newton.  His  inaugural  speech  upon  taking  the  chair,  was  made  in 
very  elegant  Latin.  For  more  than  a quarter  of  a century  he  held  his  professor- 
ship, applying  himself  closely  to  the  reading  of  lectures  and  the  instruction  of  his 
pupils.  In  1728  he  was  created  Doctor  of  Laws,  by  favor  of  King  George  the 
Second.  His  death  occurred  in  1739,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven  years.  His  wri- 
tings were  very  numerous,  and  on  almost  every  branch  of  the  mathematics.  Iiis 
comments  on  the  Principia,  Treatise  on  Fluxions,  and  some  other  valuable  works, 
were  published  after  his  death. 

I refer  to  this  case  of  Dr.  Saunderson  as  affording  positive  proof  that  very  great 
learning  can  be  acquired  without  the  aid  of  sight,  and  as  showing  further  that  for 
the  acquisition  of  knowledge  by  the  blind,  or  for  the  instruction  of  the  blind,  no 
adaptation  of  means  very  extraordinary  or  unusual,  is  requisite. 

The  inference  I would  draw  from  this,  is  that  schools  for  the  blind  should  be 
looked  upon  in  the  same  light  as  other  schools  ; that  they  should  be  divested  of 
the  eleemosynary  character  usually  attributed  to  them  ; that  blind  children,  like 
other  children,  should  first  be  sent  to  the  common  schools  in  their  neighborhoods, 
and  be  required  to  learn  precisely  what  is  taught  to  others  of  their  age  and  capa- 
city ; that  at  the  age  of  ten  or  twelve  years  they  should  be  sent  to  a school  for  the 
blind,  not  merely  to  stay,  but  to  study  and  learn  ; that  in  judging  of  their  pro- 
gress and  scholarship,  no  allowance  should  be  made  for  want  of  sight,  but  a fail- 
ure to  comprehend  and  master  the  subjects  usually  taught  in  schools,  should  be 
attributed  to  feebleness  of  intellect,  indolence,  stubbornness,  or  some  more  proba- 
ble cause  than  the  mere  fact  of  blindness. 

All  this  is  quite  consistent  with  the  acknowledged  fact  that  blindness  is  a great 
disability,  but  it  is  a disability  akin  to  lameness — an  incapacity  for  locomotion 
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— an  inability  to  act  and  to  do  physically,  and  not  an  incapacity  for  learning,  rea- 
soning and  teaching. 

In  the  literary  and  scientific  department  of  the  school,  the  progress  made  by 
the  pupils  during  the  last  year  has  been  altogether  satisfactory.  The  subjects 
taught  were  somewhat  numerous,  many  ot  them  abstruse  and  difficult,  but  it  is 
believed  the  instruction  has  been  thorough.  Some  of  the  pupils  have  manifested 
an  ability  and  talent  amply  sufficient,  with  the  further  requisite  culture,  to  sustain 
them  in  high  positions  as  teachers  in  seminaries  of  learning. 

In  the  department  of  music,  the  proficiency  made  by  the  pupils  has  been  good, 
— in  some  instances  quite  remarkable, — showing  that  with  a reasonable  amount  of 
industry  and  determination,  the  knowledge  and  skill  here  acquired  may  unques- 
tionably be  turned  to  great  practical  account. 

In  the  mechanical  department,  a less  proportion  of  time  has  been  assigned  for 
manual  labor  than  heretofore,  it  having  been  thought  that  such  an  arrangement 
would  most  conduce  to  the  pupil’s  benefit.  Something  has  been  done  at  brush 
making,  but  the  favorite  business  of  the  pupils  is  broom  making.  This  trade  is 
very  readily  learned  ; is  one  at  which  the  blind  can  well  compete  with  the  seeing, 
and  at  almost  all  places  can  be  made  quite  available  ; in  short,  it  is  the  favorite 
trade,  and  the  wishes  of  the  pupils  have  been  complied  with  in  directing  their 
attention  to  it  instead  of  other  branches  heretofore  taught.  The  progress  made 
by  the  learners  has  been  quite  satisfactory,  and  the  statement  herewith  presented 
shows  the  usual  favorable  balance  of  accounts. 

During  the  past  year  the  general  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  remarkably  good. 
One  death,  however,  occurred,  that  of  Miss  Sarah  A.  Jones,  an  amiable  young 
lady  from  Wyandot  county.  She  died  in  January  last,  of  consumption.  With 
this  exception,  no  case  of  severe  illness  occurred  at  the  Institution. 

I will  take  this  occasion  to  pay  a tribute  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  Miss  Mar- 
garet Scott,  who  for  four  years  preceding  the  last,  was  a pupil  in  this  school,  much 
admired  for  the  brilliancy  of  her  mind,  and  the  perfection  of  her  scholarship,  and 
very  much  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her  for  the  kindness  and  amiability  of  her 
disposition.  Illness  prevented  her  return  to  the  Institution  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  term,  and  before  its  close  the  melancholy  tidings  of  her  death  were 
received.  Her  disease  was  consumption.  She  died  in  March  last,  at  her  father’s 
residence  in  Clark  county. 

The  Legislature  at  its  last  session  made  special  appropriation  for  purchasing 
additional  grounds,  and  for  the  general  repair  and  improvement  of  the  premises. 

This  appropriation  has  been  expended  in  accordance  with  its  design.  Two 
acres  of  adjoining  land  have  been  purchased  and  enclosed ; old  out-buildings 
have  been  removed,  and  new  ones  erected.  The  west  lawn  has  been  laid  out  and 
planted  with  trees  and  shrubs,  and  improved  with  walks  and  drives.  The  main 
building  has  received  all  needful  repairs,  and  has  been  supplied  with  furnaces 
and  apparatus  for  warming  nearly  all  the  rooms.  The  apparatus  for  warming  is 
believed  to  be  safe,  and  is  proved  to  be  amply  sufficient  and  effectual. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  be  said  that  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  prosperity  to 
the  Institution.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  discourage  the  pupils  in  their  efforts  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  here  presented  for  mental  culture  and  improve- 
ment, and  the  fact  that  they  have  done  well,  affords  encouragement  to  believe 
that  still  better  may  be  done  hereafter. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

R.  E.  HARTE. 


Columbus,  Dec.  5,  1854. 


PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 


Trustees  of  the  Benevolent  Institutions  : # 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  Report,  the  general  health  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Education  of  the  Blind  has  been  very  good.  On  the  22d  of  January,  however, 
Miss  Sarah  Ann  Jones  died  of  Phthisis  Pt/hnonulis.  This,  indeed,  has  been  the 
only  instance  of  serious  disease  during  the  present  year.  At  the  present  time  the 
pupils  are  in  the  enjoyment  ol  usual  health. 

The  hygienic  regulations  of  the  Institution  have  been  conducted  with  great 
care;  and  to  this  we  may  reasona  dy  ascribe  the  uncommon  exemption,  during 
the  last  year,  from  an)  thing  like  grave  attacks  of  disease.  Such  regulations,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  late  extension  of  the  grounds,  and  their  improvements, 
will  do  all  that  benevolence  and  wisdom  can  suggest  to  secure  for  the  pupils  the 
most  favorable  circumstances,  not  only  for  the  obtaining  of  an  education,  but  for 
physical  discipline  and  social  enjoyment. 

Much  the  largest  number  of  the  pupils  are  affected  with  an  incurable  form  of 
blindness  ; many  with  defective  vision,  from  disease,  which  renders  them  often 
more  uncomfortable  than  those  who  are  entirely  blind  ; while  occasionally  a case 
presents  itself  where  the  disease  of  the  eyes  is  amenable  to  the  art  of  the  oculist. 

With  the  last  class  of  cases,  our  connection  has  not  been  free  from  embarrass- 
ment. Supposing  the  Institution  designed  for  the  education  of  those  alone  who 
were  beyond  the  reach  of  remedies,  we  have  not  hesitated  to  suggest  tin  propri- 
ety of  operations,  where  it  seemed  pretty  certain  the  results  would  be  favorable. 
Submission,  as  things  now  stand,  is  left  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  pupil,  and 
this,  our  short  experience  enables  us  to  say,  is  not  very  likely  to  be  comctl}  ex- 
ercised. Our  advice  was  founded  upon  the  supposition  that  benevolence  would 
be  wrongly  directed  when  it  would  educate  pupils  to  obtain  a livelihood  as  blind 
persons,  who  might,  by  proper  treatment,  be  restored  to  siyht,  and  take  their 
positions  in  society  with  the  use  of  all  their  faculties.  Perhaps  this  matter  is 
worthy  of  your  consideration.  A rule  passed  by  the  Board  requiring  applicants 
for  admission  to  undergo  an  examination  by  the  Physician  of  the  Institution, 
with  reference  to  the  curability  of  their  eyes,  would  place  the  cla-s  to  whom  we 
have  alluded,  in  their  riylit  position,  and,  at  the  same  time,  carry  out  the  most 
obvious  designs  of  the  Institution. 


JOHN  DAWSON. 


MECHANICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

boys’  department. 


Dr. 

To  Materials  on  Land  for  Broom  Making,  Nov.  15,  1853, .$>786  44 

“ “ “ Brush  “ “ “ 4^8  01 

“ Manufactured  Brushes  on  hand  “ “ 188  50 

“ UnBnished  “ “ “ “ 31  70 

“ Materials  on  hand  for  Basket  Making, 09  00 

“ Dnfinished  Baskets  on  hand, 4 00 

“ Materials  purchased  during  the  year, 1.389  80 

“ Cash  paid  for  Overwork, 41  35 


$2938  80 

1854.  Cr. 

Nov.  1 5.  By  amount  of  work  sold  during  the  year, Si  446  24 

“ Brooms  on  hand, 100  00 

“ Materials  on  hand  for  Broom  making 1380  20 

“ Manufactured  Brushes  on  hand, 107  00 

“ Materials  on  hand  for  Brush  making, 361  01 

“ “ “ Basket  “ 69  00 


$3463  45 

Deduct  as  above, 2938  80 


Amount  in  favor  of  Department,  524  65 


girls’  work  department. 

1853.  Dr. 

October  1.  To  Manufactured  articles  on  hand, $393  94 

“ Materials  on  hand, 28  76 

“ Money  “ 54  72 

“ Amount  due  on  account, 63  92 

“ Materials  purchased  during  the  year, ........ . 125  11 

“ Amount  of  Over-work  “ .........  738  70 


$1395  15 

Deduct  as  below 1379  53 


Balance  against  the  Department,  15  62 

1854.  Or. 

Nov.  15.  By  Manufactured  articles  on  hand, $484  70 

“ “ Materials  on  hand, 39  46 

“ “ Amount  due  on  account, 47  85 

“ “ Amount  of  work  made  for  Institution 12  00 

“ “ Materials  sold  during  the  year, 50  00 

“ “ Money  on  hand 52  05 

“ “ Work  sold  during  the  year, 693  47 


$1379  53 

D.  L.  HOLTON, 

Steward  of  the  Institution  for  the  Blind. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS. 


MALES. 


NAMES. 


TOWN . 


COUNTIES. 


Orange  Adams 

Dennis  Beall 

George  F.  Bowen  .... 

Robert  A.  Boyd 

Henry  Campbell 

Walter  Campbell 

Ezekiel  Canfield 

James  Conner 

Joseph  W.  Connet  . . . 
B.  F.  Cunningham  . . . 

Moses  Elzay 

Oliver  E.  Franks 

Charles  Gaines 

William  Gibeaut 

Esli  Gowdy 

Jackson  Gray 

William  Hoover 

Robert  Hughes 

Frederic  Keetley 

Michael  Kennedy 

August  Koch 

Isaac  La  Rue  

Thomas  Me  Can 

Henry  McCoy 

Charles  D.  McIntosh  . . 

James  McMillan 

Anthony  Marsh 

David  Mitchell 

Alvin  S.  Monroe 

Alex.  J.  Morton 

Wendal  Shield 

George  Somers 

Henry  Stewart 

Franklin  Sweet 

Charles  W.  Townshend 

John  Van  Dyke 

Edward  Watts 

John  W.  Weakley.  . . . 


Olmstead 

Cuyahoga. 

Iiolmesville 

Holmes. 

West  Point 

Morrow. 

Mount  Vernon 

Knox. 

Bloom 

Wood. 

Salem 

Columbiana. 

Barlow 

Washington. 

Plymouth,  Michigan.. . 
Nelsonville 

Athens. 

Patterson 

Delaware. 

Cannonsburg  

Hancock. 

Croton 

Licking. 

Melmore 

Seneca. 

Washington 

Guernsey. 

Cincinnati 

Hamilton. 

Millersburg 

Holmes. 

Union 

Montgomery. 

Circleville  

Pickaway. 

Reynoldsburg 

Franklin. 

Columbus 

i* 

Centre  Furnace 

Lawrence. 

Iberia 

Morrow. 

Hanoverton 

Columbiana. 

Cincinnati 

Hamilton. 

Cleveland 

Cuyahoga. 

Demos 

Belmont. 

Orwell 

Ashtabula. 

Scott 

Adams. 

Vienna 

Clark. 

Cincinnati 

Hamilton. 

Columbus 

Frankiin. 

Worthington 

a 

Houston 

Shelby. 

Piketon 

Pike. 

Tupper’s  Plains 

Meigs. 

Brookfield 

Noble. 

Cincinnati 

Hamilton. 

Dayton 

Montgomery. 
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CATALOGUE  OF  PUPILS— Continued. 
FEMALES. 


] 


NAMES. 


TOWNS. 


Harriets.  Baker 

Anna  Baumgartner  .... 

Margaret  Bloom 

Phoebe  Brill 

Ruth  Ann  Bull 

Mary  A.  Chaney 

Elizabeth  A.  Coffman . . . 

Salina  Craig 

Mary  Cramer 

Mary  E.  Dill 

Naomi J Ewing. 

Minerva  Gowdy 

Harriet  R.  Haldeman. . . . 
Caroline  C.  Hanners .... 

Barbara  Hines 

Sarah  A.  Hott 

Jane  Ingersoll 

Sarah  A.  Jones 

Agnes  L.  McEwen 

Nancy  Malone 

Henrietta  A.  Marquis . . . 

Margaret  Martin 

Jane  A.  Moore 

Rebecca  C.  Morton 

Anne  Mulholland 

Catharine  Myers 

Amanda  J.  Pierce 

Irvillia  C.  Read 

Caroline  Shanholtzer. . . . 

Melissa  A.  Shuck 

Almyra  Shuck 

Mary  A.  Thrall 

Mary  A.  Tipton 

Henrietta  Titus 

Phylossa  J.  Van  Norman 


Freedom 

Jackson  

Tiffin 

Symmes’  Creek 
Wellington  . . . . 

Carroll 

Franklin 

Oak  Hill 

Bucyrus 

Franklin  ...... 

Columbus 

Cincinnati 

Marion 

Nelson 

Wooster 

Ashville 

Miami 

Sycamore 

Wooster 

Cleveland  .... 

Cincinnati 

Greenville 

New  Albany. . 
Cincinnati 


Newport . 
Irville  . . . 
Olena  . . . 
Lancaster 
Athens  . . 

U 

Kilbourn . 
Delaware 
Ripley . . . 
Peninsula 


COUNTIES. 


Portage. 

Franklin. 

\ Seneca. 
Muskingum. 
Lorain. 
Fairfield. 
Warren. 
Jackson. 
Crawford. 
Warren. 

| Franklin, 
i Hamilton. 
Marion. 
Portage. 
Wayne. 
Pickaway. 

! Hamilton. 
Wyandot. 
Wayne. 
Cuyahoga. 
Hamilton. 

I Darke. 

I Franklin. 

Hamilton. 

( ( 

Shelby. 

Muskingum. 

Huron. 

Fairfield. 

Athens. 

<< 

Delaware. 

ii 

Lorain. 

, Summit. 
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List  of  Periodical  Publications  gratutiously  presented  to  the  Institution  by  the  Editors 

and  Publishers. 

Daily  Ohio  State  Journal Columbus,  0. 

Daily  Ohio  Statesman  and  Democrat “ 

Daily  Reveille “ 

Weekly  State  Capital  Fact “ 

Lutheran  Standard “ 

Journal  of  Education “ 

Ohio  Medical  Journal “ 

Ohio  Cultivator “ 

Liberty  Hall  and  Gazette Cincinnati,  0. 

The  Dollar  Weekly  Times “ 

The  Weekly  Enquirer “ 

The  Weekly  Commercial “ 

Journal  and  Messenger “ 

Presbyterian  of  the  West “ 

Ladies'  Repository “ 

The  Weekly  Plain  Dealer Cleveland,  0. 

The  Weekly  Herald “ 

Annals  of  Science “ 

Western  Pilot “ 

Golden  Rule ** 

The  Intelligencer Marietta,  0. 

The  Repubican “ 

Religious  Telescope Dayton,  0. 

Highland  News Hillsboro’,  0. 

The  Gazette Sc.  Clairsville,  0. 

Stark  County  Democrat Canton,  0. 

Auglaize  Republican Wapaukonetla,  0. 

Wayne  County  Democrat Wooster,  0. 

Oberlin  Evangelist Oberlin,  0. 

Gospel  Herald Springfield,  0. 
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TERMS  OF  ADMISSION 

Applications  for  admission  should  be  addressed  to  the  “ Superintendent  of  the 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  Columbus,  Ohio,”  and  should  state  the  name,  residence, 
and  post  office  of  the  applicant’s  parent  or  guardian,  the  applicant’s  name  in  full, 
his  age,  the  age  at  which  he  became  blind,  and  the  supposed  cause  of  blindness. 

Satisfactory  testimonials,  signed  by  respectable  citizens,  must  also  be  furnished, 
embracing  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  following  form  : 

“ The  undersigned,  citizens  of county,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  represent  to 

the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  Benevolent  Institutions  of  said  State,  that  they  are 

acquainted  with , a blind  boy  who  resides  in  said  county,  and 

that  they  believe  him  to  be  of  suitable  age,  mental  faculties,  bodily  health,  and 
moral  character,  to  receive  instruction. 

Dated  at this A.D, 

Applicants  must  be  between  the  age  of  six  and  twenty-one  years  ; but  pupils 
are  not  usually  received  under  ten.  The  regular  course  of  instruction  occupies 
five  years,  and  may  be  prolonged  to  seven  years. 

For  residents  of  the  State,  the  school  is  free,  no  charge  being  made  for  board 
or  tuition,  but  parents  and  guardians  must  provide  their  children  with  good  and 
suitable  clothing,  and  pay  their  traveling  expenses,  and  should  also  deposit  with 
the  steward  a small  sum  for  occasional  expenses.  For  pupils  residing  out  of  the 
State,  the  terms  are  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum,  payable  half  yearly  in  ad- 
vance. 

The  term  commences  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  September,  and  closes  on  the 
first  Wednesday  of  July.  The  proper  time  for  admission  is  at  the  commencement 
of  the  term. 

Vacation  continues  from  the  first  Wednesday  in  July,  until  the  second  Wednes- 
day in  September.  Pupils  are  expected  to  spend  the  vacation  at  home  or  with 
their  friends. 


\ 


